CJLTV&S ADVICE REJECTED

the last year, I am confident before the end of this they -will
be near their last gasp in the Carnatic unless some very un-
foreseen event interpose in their favour. The superiority of
our squadron, and the plenty of money and supplies of all
kinds which our friends on the coast will be furnished with
from this province, while the enemy are in total want of every-
thing, without any visible means of redress, are such advantages
as, if properly attended to, cannot fail of wholly effecting their
ruin in that, as well as in every other part of India.
Pitt considered Olive's plan practicable but " of a very
nice nature " and difficult to carry out. The Company's
charter would not expire for twenty years, and the
judges on being consulted had decided that all conquests
and acquisitions belonged to the Company and not to
the Crown. A century was to elapse before Clive's view
that the Crown should assume the responsibilities of
government was adopted.
Clive had the greatest admiration of Pitt and his
policy, and entered Parliament as one of his supporters.
The favourable reception which the great minister had
accorded to his views on India led him to hope that they
would be adopted ; but, soon after he became capable of
attending to business, Pitt resigned (October 5th, 1761).
He rejected all overtures from the government of Lord
Bute ; and, after voting for a time with the Opposition,
attached himself in the closest manner to George Gren-
ville, Clive never took a prominent part in English
politics- his attention was almost wholly devoted to
India. He appears at first to have had no intention of
interfering personally in the affairs of the East India
Company. His aim was to impose his views on the
Directors by enlisting the sympathies of Pitt and culti-
vating Parliamentary interest. His illness and the acces-